The Protection Of Women From Domestic Violence
Act, 2005

Section 1 (Chapter 1) PRELIMINARY

THE PROTECTION OF WOMEN FROM DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ACT, 2005N0. 43 OF
2005[13th September, 2005.]

An Act to provide for more effective protection of the rights of women guaranteed under the
Constitution who are victims of violence of any kind occurring within the family and for matters
connected therewith or incidental thereto.BE it enacted by Parliament in the Fifty-sixth Year of the
Republic of India as follows:-

Section 2 (Chapter 2) Short title, extent and commencement.

1. Short title, extent and commencement.-(1) This Act may be called the Protection of Women
from Domestic Violence Act, 2005.

(2) It extends to the whole of India except the State of Jammu and Kashmir.(3) It shall come into
force on such date as the Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint.

Section 3 (Chapter 3) Definitions.
2. Definitions.-In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,-

(a) "aggrieved person” means any woman who is, or has been, in a domestic relationship with
the respondent and who alleges to have been subjected to any act of domestic violence by the
respondent;

(b) "child" means any person below the age of eighteen years and includes any adopted, step or
foster child;

(c) "compensation order" means an order granted in terms of section 22;
(d) "custody order"” means an order granted in terms of section 21;

(e) "domestic incident report” means a report made in the prescribed form on receipt of a
complaint of domestic violence from an aggrieved person;

(f) "domestic relationship” means a relationship between two persons who live or have, at any
point of time, lived together in a shared household, when they are related by consanguinity,
marriage, or through a relationship in the nature of marriage, adoption or are family members
living together as a joint family;

(g) "domestic violence" has the same meaning as assigned to it in section 3;

(h) "dowry" shall have the same meaning as assigned to it in section 2 of the Dowry Prohibition
Act, 1961 (28 of 1961);

(i) "Magistrate" means the Judicial Magistrate of the first class, or as the case may be, the
Metropolitan Magistrate, exercising jurisdiction under the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2
of 1974) in the area where the aggrieved person resides temporarily or otherwise or the
respondent resides or the domestic violence is alleged to have taken place;

(i) "medical facility" means such facility as may be notified by the State Government to be a
medical facility for the purposes of this Act;





































